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High School: Bending the Rules

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the primary participants in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

D a n  H a r d y  i s  a 
teacher of U.S. his-
tory, the only subject 
he has taught during 
his five years at a 
high school in an 
upper socioeconomic 
community. The stu-
dents are highly moti-
vated to do well and 
to continue their edu-
cation at the top uni-
versities in the state. 
Mr. Hardy is well 
liked by most of his 
students. He spends a lot of class time providing examples of how to relate concepts in his-
tory to current events. He also uses group work during class, such as debating a controversial 
historical issue and predicting what would have happened if a particular event had not 
occurred. Mr. Hardy assigns homework that typically involves thinking and writing about 
issues discussed during class. Because his assignments are thought-provoking and because 
most of his students are eager to learn, Mr. Hardy rarely has problems with students com-
pleting the assignments.

At the beginning of Mr. Hardy’s third class period, he asks students to pass their homework 
forward to the front person in each row. As he reaches the third row, he notices that Jason’s 
assignment is missing from the stack. This is the fourth day in the past two weeks that his 
assignment has not been completed. Jason was told after missing his last assignment that 
one more incomplete grade would earn him a trip to detention.

After class Mr. Hardy asks Jason to stay for a minute. Mr. Hardy asks, “Why didn’t you turn 
in your homework assignment today?”

“I don’t know,” Jason answers. “I guess I forgot about it, Mr. Hardy.”

Mr. Hardy wonders whether he really forgot about it or instead was having difficulty under-
standing the material or organizing his thoughts. “Well, you will need to spend one hour in 
detention after school today to complete the missed work. Please be sure to stop by the 
office and notify your parents that you will be home late today,” Mr. Hardy requests.  
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